
Educational Mate rial and Docum e ntation De finition

Th e re  are  fe w  e xis ting de finitions  on w h at is  
Fre e  Docum e ntation, and alm os t no dis cus s ion 
of w h at is  Fre e  Educational Mate rial, both  of 
w h ich  h ave  com parable  role s  in th e  SELF 
proje ct. Th e  m os t s ignificant contribution to th is  
de bate  h as  probably be e n m ade  by th e  Ope n 
Acce s s  m ove m e nt, in particular th e  Be rlin 
De claration1 but als o by th e  Cre ative  
Com m ons  proje ct, w h ich  h as  initiate d a de bate  
about various  le ve ls  of fre e dom  in th e  fie ld.

Bas e d on th e ir w ork  and th e  principle  of e rring 
on th e  s ide  of fre e dom , for th e  s cope  of SELF, 
Fre e  Educational Mate rial and Docum e ntation 
are  de fine d as  follow s :

1. Unlim ite d us e  for any purpos e

Sim ilar to th e  firs t fre e dom  de fining Fre e  
Softw are , th e re  m us t be  no lim itation on th e  
us e  of th e  m ate rial. In orde r to q ualify as  
Fre e , it m us t in particular pe rm it us e  in 
com m e rcial training activitie s .

2. Modification

It m us t be  pos s ible  to ch ange  th e  m ate rial 
s o it can be  trans late d, im prove d and k e pt 
up-to-date , as  w e ll as  to e nable  
collaboration and cre ation of ne w , 
com bine d m ate rials .

3. Dis tribution

It m us t be  pos s ible  to dis tribute  th e  
m ate rials  in original, m odifie d, and 
com bine d form s . It m us t be  at th e  ch oice  of 
th e  individual dis tributor to do th is  w ith  or 
w ith out a fe e .

Th is  de finition s h ould be  s trong e nough  as  to not 
e xclude  SELF from  th e  future  Fre e  Educational 
Mate rial com m unity, re gardle s s  of th e  de tails  and 
outcom e  of its  cons tituting de finition.

Educational Re fe re nce  Mate rial and 
Docum e ntation
Th e re  is  a cons ide rable  am ount of docum e ntation 
th at can be  re dis tribute d at no cos t and can be  
s tudie d, but in particular doe s  not allow  
m odification. Such  m ate rials  cannot be  include d in 
th e  SELF m ate rials  th e m s e lve s , but can be  us e d as  
H is toric Re fe re nce  by oth e r SELF m ate rials  and 
s h ippe d alongs ide  th e m .

http://selfproject.eu/EMD

[1] http://oa.mpg.de/openaccess-berlin/berlin_declaration.pdf




