
Fre e  Softw are  De finition

Follow ing th e  de finition of th e  Fre e  Softw are  
Foundations , four fre e dom s  de fine  Fre e  Softw are :

1. Th e  fre e dom  to run th e  program m e , for 
any purpos e .

Placing re s trictions  on th e  us e  of Fre e  
Softw are , s uch  as  tim e  (30 days  trial 
pe riod'', ''lice ns e  e xpire s  January 1s t, 
2007''), purpos e  (''pe rm is s ion grante d for 
re s e arch  and non-com m e rcial us e '') or 
ge ograph ic are a (''m us t not be  us e d in 
country X'') m ak e s  a program m e  non-fre e .

2. Th e  fre e dom  to s tudy h ow  th e  
program m e  w ork s , and adapt it to your 
ne e ds . Acce s s  to th e  s ource  code  is  a 
pre condition for th is .

Placing le gal or practical re s trictions  on th e  
com pre h e ns ion or m odification of a 
program m e , s uch  as  m andatory purch as e  
of s pe cial lice ns e s , s igning of a Non-
Dis clos ure -Agre e m e nt (NDA) or m ak ing th e  
pre fe rre d h um an w ay of com pre h e nding 
and e diting a program m e  (and its  ''s ource  
code '') inacce s s ible  als o m ak e s  it 
proprie tary.

3. Th e  fre e dom  to m ak e  and re dis tribute  
copie s .

If you are  not allow e d to give  a program m e  
to s om e one  e ls e , th at m ak e s  a program m e  
non-fre e . Re dis tributing copie s  can be  done  
gratis  or for a ch arge , if you s o ch oos e .

4. Th e  fre e dom  to im prove  th e  program m e , and 
re le as e  im prove m e nts . Acce s s  to th e  s ource  
code  is  a pre condition for th is .

Not e ve ryone  is  a program m e r, or a 
program m e r e q ually good in all fie lds . Th is  
fre e dom  allow s  th os e  w ith  th e  ne ce s s ary s k ills  
to s h are  th e m  w ith  th os e  w h o do not pos s e s s  
th e m . Such  m odifications  can be  m ade  gratis  or 
for a ch arge .

Th is  de finition w as  firs t docum e nte d in th e  GNU's  
Bulle tin, vol. 1, no. 1, publis h e d January 19 86 and w ill als o 
provide  th e  bas is  for SELF.

For th e  full de finition, ple as e  s e e  
h ttp://w w w .gnu.org/ph ilos oph y/fre e -s w .h tm l




