
Ope n Standards  De finition

Th e re  are  various  de finitions  of Ope n 
Standards , s uch  as  th e  de finitions  in th e  
Europe an Com m is s ion Europe an 
Inte rope rability Fram e w ork 1 or th e  m otion B 
103 of th e  Danis h  Parliam e nt2. As  als o th e  
form ing of th e  Dynam ic Coalition on Ope n 
Standards  (DCOS) at th e  2006 Inte rne t 
Gove rnance  Forum  (IGF) h as  de m ons trate d, a 
global unde rs tanding of Ope n Standards  is  s till 
lack ing. Orie nting its e lf along th e  line s  s e t of th e  
above  initiative s , th e  SELF proje ct unde rs tands  
Ope n Standards  as  follow s .

An Ope n Standard re fe rs  to a form at or protocol 
th at is

1. s ubje ct to full public as s e s s m e nt and 
us e  w ith out cons traints  in a m anne r 
e q ually available  to all partie s ;

2. w ith out any com pone nts  or e xte ns ions  
th at h ave  de pe nde ncie s  on form ats  or 
protocols  th at do not m e e t th e  de finition 
of an Ope n Standard th e m s e lve s ;

3. fre e  from  le gal or te ch nical claus e s  th at 
lim it its  utilis ation by any party or in any 
bus ine s s  m ode l;

4. m anage d and furth e r de ve lope d 
inde pe nde ntly of any s ingle  ve ndor in a 
proce s s  ope n to th e  e q ual participation 
of com pe titors  and th ird partie s ;

5. available  in m ultiple  com ple te  
im ple m e ntations  by com pe ting ve ndors , 
or as  a com ple te  im ple m e ntation e q ually 
available  to all partie s .

Standards  th at s ufficie ntly m e e t all th e  above  
crite ria w ill be  clas s ifie d as  `̀Ope n Standard´́  in 
th e  SELF cons ortium .

Em e rging Standards  Exce ption
W h e n a ne w  form at or protocol is  e m e rging, claus e  
5 cannot pos s ibly be  m e t. So in th e s e  s pe cial 
cas e s  th e  SELF Le gal Expe rts  Group can de cide  to 
give  a form at or protocol re cognition as  `̀Em e rging 
Standard´́  for a lim ite d am ount of tim e . Such  
Em e rging Standards  can be  include d in th e  SELF 
m ate rials , but not be  us e d by SELF for its  ow n 
te ch nology.

Pre fe re nce  for s ingle  s tandard
If m ore  th an one  Ope n Standard e xis ts  for any one  
application, SELF w ill us e  th e  above  crite ria to s e t 
a pre fe re nce  for one  of th e m , as  m ultiple  s tandards  
for th e  s am e  purpos e  are  contrary to th e  goals  of 
s tandardis ation and contrary to public be ne fit. 
Ch oice  of th e  pre fe rre d Ope n Standard w ill be  
m ade  on th e  grounds  of m e e ting th e  above  
de finition, and, if th at doe s  not allow  to 
diffe re ntiation, factors  s uch  as  th e  num be r of 
im ple m e ntations  and finally th e  num be r of 
ins tallations  of th e  Ope n Standard.

Form ats  and protocols  th at are  outs ide  th e  s cope  
de fine d above  are  cons ide re d proprie tary and 
outs ide  th e  s cope  of SELF.

http://selfproject.eu/OSD
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